Critical factors in selecting removable prostheses.
Preservation of as many natural teeth as possible should be the goal of conscientious dentists. However, occasionally, the sacrifice of some sound natural teeth may be indicated for partially edentulous patients to provide them with the most functional and esthetic masticatory apparatus. Selection of the proper prosthetic service is one of the most critical value judgments made by dentists. No matter how skillfully the wrong treatment is accomplished, it is still the wrong treatment. It is important, therefore, that all relevant data be gathered so that the best clinical judgment can be brought to bear in the decision-making process.